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FKOM POPULIST TO DEMOCBAT
1893-1896

THE results of the election of 1892 made General
Weaver a political factor of considerable imr-
portance, since the rallying of over one million
voters to the standard of the new party in its
first national campaign aroused a good deal of
apprehension among the leaders of the old
parties which had been quite evenly balanced in
the recent presidential elections. For the time
being it seemed possible that the Populist party
was at the stage of development of the Repub-
lican party in 1856, and that it might be about
to replace one of the older parties as that party
had replaced the Whig party.

Under the disturbed political conditions the
new party was likely to be earnestly courted by
its older competitors. To gain its support both
Democrats and Republicans would be ready to
make proposals and concessions. Political acci-
dent happened to give the Democrats the first
opportunity, and they absorbed most of the
Populist vote in 1896. Weaver's place in the
alliance of Populists and Democrats could not
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